
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

REGION IX 

75 Hawthorne Street 

San Francisco, CA 94105·3901 

May 18,2010 

Ms. Marie Barry 
Environmental Director 
Environmental Protection Department 
Washoe Tribe ofNevada and California 
919 Highway 395 South 
Gardnerville, NV 89410 

Subject: EPA's End ofProject/Grant Evaluation ofthe Washoe Tribe ofNevada 

and California's FY04-05 CWA Section 319 Grant. 

Dear Ms. Barry: 

EPA has reviewed the Washoe Tribe ofNevada and California's performance 

under Clean Water Act Section 319 grant (Grant C9-96905101) for the budget and 

project periods of 9/1/2004 through 12/3112009. This review was based on the annual 

and quarterly reports submitted. We have concluded that you performed satisfactorily in 

all five core areas of grant performance (properly managed equipment, work plan 

progress, sufficient funds to complete the project, complying with all programmatic terms 

and conditions, and complying with all programmatic statutory and regulatory 

requirements). The report containing EPA's findings including success and 

recommendations is enclosed for your review. 

Please contact me if you have any questions or comments regarding the attached 

report. Thank you for your continued work to protect the reservation surface waters and 

your dedication to completing vital nonpoint source implementation projects. 

Sincerely, 

' t 1 /\JU ' 
iJti.r}"(;,_ LU-I )f. ' ' 'fitJ-r...r 

Stephanie L. Wilson 
Project Officer 

cc: Gwen Brown, Grants Management Office, PMD-7 
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• 
END OF GRANT REPORT FOR THE WASHOE TRIBE OF NEVADA AND 

CALIFORNIA CLEAN WATER ACT F¥04/05 319 GRANT 

I. Clean Water Act Section 319 

INTRODUCTION 

An initial FY04 Clean Water Act Section 319 grant award was made to the Washoe Tribe 
of Nevada and California on September 9, 2004. Both base funding and competitive 
funding were included. In FY04, the Tribe received additional 319 funding to implement 
erosion control measures for the area impacted by the Waterfall fire. In FY05, the Tribe 
received an additional FY05 Clean Water Act Section 319 grant award. Both base 
funding and competitive funding were included in this award. The total federal funding 
awarded was $497,298. The Tribe received a match waiver (per 40 CFR 35.635) 
decreasing the match requirement to 10%. The Tribe provided match funds in the 
amount of$55,525 . Project Goals and Objective included: 

-Protect and restore water quality, watershed condition, and aquatic and riparian 
habitat on tribal lands within the Clear Creek Watershed as outlined in the 
Washoe Tribe Nonpoint Source Assessment and Management Program 
- Reduce the risk of erosion from the bare slopes above the Carson community 
due to the Waterfall Fire. 
- Reduce excessive sediment transport, water temperatures in the Clear Creek 
Stewart community. 
- Reduce nonpoint source impacts through education. 

The tasks negotiated under the workplans include: 
Program Fiscal Administration 
Program Evaluation 
Program Capacity Building and Coordination 
Wellhead Protection Activiti~s 
NPS Assessment Report and Management Program Update 
Clear Creek Restoration 
Waterfall Fire Rehabilitation Implementation Projects 

II. CURRENT FINDINGS 

1. All tasks funded have been completed. 
2. Equipment purchases of less than $5,000 per unit were approved under the grant 

and equipment was purchased as approved. 
3. All federal funds for this project haye been expended. 
4. Programmatic terms and conditions have been met. 
5. Programmatic statutory and regulatory requirements have been met. 

III. SUCCESSES 
Activities completed include the following (as well as many others): 



• 
1. The Tribe completed the wellhead protection BMP projects. This included 

fencing 5 wellheads in three of the Tribe's four communities ( 2 in Woodfords, 2 
in Carson and1 in Dresslerville). Active DWS wellheads in all Tribal 
communities are now retrofitted with wellhead protective fencing. A total of 
1,605 linear feet of fencing was installed. Wellhead protection area signage was 
developed and installed on the fences. The Tribe installed two locking caps on 
abandoned wellheads at Carson Community. They constructed a nitrate treatment 
plant at Carson Community. Land assignment issues, site remediation, 
abandoned cars and community council consultation were all completed as part of 
the project. Monthly water sampling revealed that of 252 samples analyzed for 
bacteriological contamination from all seven DWS wells, no bacteriological 
contamination was detected. 

2. Clear Creek Restoration at Stewart Community: The project was completed in 
April, 2008. The Tribe developed a comprehensive restoration strategy and 
design estimate for 1,700 feet of bank stabilization, corridor baseline data, fuels 
management and American beaver management. Using this plan, the Tribe 
restored 125 feet of stream bank by shaping and revegetating the bank, installed 3 
rock weirs for channel stabilization, reduced 8 acres of fuels, seeded 7 acres of 
upper bank areas with native grasses-shrubs, planted 12 cottonwood and 150 
coyote willow poles, erected 150 feet of fencing to protect the Schulz ditch from 
off road vehicles, completed GIS mapping of the creek and established a project 
monitoring maintenance program. J'he installation of the 3 cross vein grade 
control structures stabilized the head cut on Clear Creek. The 125 feet of 
reconstructed stream channel will alleviate scour potential downstream. In 
addition, the Tribe provided multiple tou~::s for education and outreach and 
completed 1 bioengineering workshqp. 

3. The Tribe developed a Storm Wateli Management Plan for Washoe Lands on 
Clear Creek and successfully implemented temporary and permanent storm water 
BMPs within the Stewart Commun~ty. Potential storm water flows were 
evaluated for Clear Creek. Road drainage, irrigation ditch flows and access road 
alignments were modified to reduce impacts to the creek. Old meander channels 
were opened to allow seasonal over bank flows. Two basins were constructed, 
one for urban runoff and one to handle street drainage. Stewart Community 
roadside drainage and parking areas were improved to shift runoff to appropriate 
areas or drainage basins. Culverts were cleaned and drainage ways cleared and 
regraded. Infiltration trenches were installed on the perimeter of the community 
building. The Schultz Ditch was realigned to convey storm water and sub 
irrigation to the adjacent riparian area. 

4. In 2004, the Waterfall Fire impacted 206 acres ofTriballand in Carson 
Community. BMPs were implemented to reduce the risk of erosion from the bare 
slopes above the Carson Community by seeding, installing retaining walls, 
sediment traps and basins, rock lining waterways and installing runoff 



interceptors. The Tribe reseeded staging and disturbed areas that resulted from 
fire activities. Native shrubs, forbs and grasses were planted to help stabilize 
hillsides adjacent to Carson Community. Fencing was installed around detention 
basins and sediment was removed from the basins before the 2005 heavy rains. 
Rock road bars were installed to help with erosion on the water tank road. 

5. The Tribe completed revisions to the Assessment Report and NPS Management 
Program. These revisions were completed in December, 2005. Finalization of 
the revised plans was delayed due to emergency response activities. Work on 
additional revisions to the plans resumed in 2007. Additional revisions were 
completed in spring, 2008 and the documents are undergoing final review. Draft 
documents were submitted to EPA. 

IV. RECOMMENDATIONS/RESOLUTION PLAN: 

None 

V. EPA CONTACT: 

Stephanie L. Wilson 
Nevada Project Officer 
EPA, WTR-10 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105-3901 
(775) 885-6190 
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